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many years by the poets of the Vedic age. It was
this treasure of ancient religious thought which
the sages of the Upanishads inherited from their
forefathers, and we shall now have to see what
use they made of it, and how they discovered
at last the true relation between what we call
the Divine or the Infinite, as seen objectively in
nature, and the Divine or the Infinite as perceived
subjectively in the soul of man. We shall then
be better able to understand how they erected
on this ancient foundation what was at the same
time the most sublime philosophy and the most
satisfying religion, the Vedanta*

Two Perms of the Vedanta*

When we speak of Vedanta philosophy we
must distinguish between two forms in which we
possess it. We possess it in an unsystematic form,
nay as a kind of wild growth in the Upanishads,
and we have it once more, carefully elaborated,
and fully systematized in the Vedanta-sutras.
These Sutras are ascribed to Baclaraya^a \

1 This Vyasa Badarayawa can hardly be, as Weber and others